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imprisoned. The early Church prayed for him. Church history records say it. Then the
persecution of the Church occurred in England, France, Germany, Spain, Mexico,
Russia and the nations under Communist rule. Were there persecutions in certain
regions in Poland the persecuting powers did not wish to understand that the blood of
martyrs always was the seed for new heroes who recognized those who were victorious
through the Crucified Savior. Surely, in Poland that was verified. The Church grew and
was internally strengthened; faith was awakened, deepened and it flourished. History
bore out the a fact that three Polish primates were arrested. In 1839, The Germans
hung ‘Archbishop Arthur Domin. In1874. Cardinal Mieczystaw Miecystaw Ledechowski.
In 1853, they arrested and removed from Warsaw, Cardinal Wyszinski. It is to be noted
that these arrested were made during the night. The battle with the Church and the
arrest s are nothing new. Contemporary persecutors are highly concerned as were their
predecessors that by the use of terrorism or torture they will break the opposition of the
Church. Of course they will never be able to change the soul of the invisible church..
None of the persecutors of the Church can make their opposition fruitful. The strong
faith in Christ's word steadily grows. And will cry out “Galilean” “Victor” On the faces of
the early Christians, a serene countenance of peace in spite of the prosecutorial efforts
of the assailants; They were strengthened by Holy Communion and God'’s grace . They
were fearless. The visualized an open heaven. They ended their earthly life; they died
bearing extreme pain with a smile on their faces. The oppressors expected cries for
mercy. Instead they heard prayers. Even Greek Chalon, the traitor was surprised at
the behavior of the sentenced Christians. He shouted, “Hey old man, you know them
well. Tell me what they see, because they die so peacefully.” The Greek spit out wine
on his tunic and replied: “They see the resurrection!” —In Poland the Communist regime
declared war with the Church.” The persecution is carried out according to the new
method. And sometimes the old way, ,In 1946 the new Moscivists gave out the order to
begin arresting Bishops in order to secretly get rid of the Church’s governing principle,
They do this where they find it possible to accomplish. Within the border of the country,
and .where the faith is very strong among the people. So during elections, they did not
want to disturb the Polish faithful. Only a sporadic persecution occurred before election

but a full out war wiu8as waged with the Church after the election and so in the fall of
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1952 when three Bishops from Slask were arrested and then in Cracow the Archbishop
was arrested. Also at that time a slew of prominent priest under the leadership of the
Reverend Lelita was processed being alleged in “Political” transgressions. In1953, the
regime issued a decree announcing that the entire religious entities would be put under
the control of the Communist regime. The decree enforces that priests have the
obligation to pledge allegiance to a Godless authority and forbids their preaching,
missions and retreats, and the authorities can censure their preaching, missions and
retreats or pilgrimages. And what is the result of this decree?  The believers then
gathered themselves around the bishopric, and especially around the Primate on whom
they relied for their free\doom of religion. The bishops then replied to the degree the
bishops replied in a historic letter to the Communist Authority on May 8, 1953. Objecting
to the Russian interference they maintained, “We cannot permit the things of God to be
placed under the authority of Caesar on pagan altars. ,The meaning of this letter was to
be revealed later. All the festivals of the primate were enthusiastically and well attended
with love of the Prince of the Catholic Church. They were celebrated in a Cardinal's
purple. In May, during the feast of St. Stanislaus, Bishop and martyr, the crowd raised
the Cardinal with their hands and shouted praises to the Holy Father. These
manifestations of faith the occurred in Gdynia, Warsaw and Katishu. The Cardinal
Primate knew that the crowd expected some special words from him and he did not
spare his words to the faithful. Who wished to hear some cheery words.. He said, “God
has placed a load on our soldiers which we ought with dignity and hope. But would be
removed from our shoulders in due time. We have to help others and we must support
each other’s spiritually.” And as to the children, they were lifted to the housetops to be
able to see the Primate better while singing < My chcemy Boga. Protect your faith and
pray fervently and God will cheer you in your difficulties. If you are faithful to the end,
then our Fatherland shall not be lost. In Krakow on the feast of Corpus Christi gathered
crowds the words of Sacred Scripture, ““Now you weep and sacrifice self and blood will;
flow. A great example of Bishop Chester Kaczmarek was brought forth: as he had
paid for his faith being put in prison for twenty years in for committing various acts.
The imprisonment was meant to demoralize the state of Bishop. But it actually turned

Bishop Kaczmarski into a martyr and a hero... . A forceful test was issued by the
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Primate because of the imprisonment,. When on September 25, 1953 Warsaw heard
that Bishop Kaczmarski was to have mass in the Church of St. Ann, such a massive
turnout of the faithful appeared that there was no more room in the Church. To those
gathered. The Primate spoke with kindness and spunk that in times past, that as in the
persecutions of yore “The interior world of man finds itself in the escalation of violence.
The only thing that matters is the inner life, where everything has remained. He finished
with words which were passed from mouth to mouth to all corners of the world. Now it
is spoken of them as perpetrators but history will acknowledge them as saints. The
regime has fallen into frustration. The church was not permitted to have devotions and
that in a different church. That very night the Primate was arrested and shipped out to
other territories. They hit on the shepherd so that in an atmosphere of blindness and
disturbance they would gradually get rid of the church and then destroy the faith which
the polish nations had held to for years. And held sway to its operation, they hit upon
the shepherd because as persecutors they knew they could steal that whose great
intellect, strength of character. And the goodness of the nation would be destroyed,
together with the deep priestly devotion. They did not understand the inner power of the
church founded by Christ. They created an inner force in the Church which could not be
destroyed.. The church was strengthened internally. In arresting the
Primate, they would remove the spiritual entity that was the church; they
wanted to tear the church away from Roman control. But even among
those priests, when the concentration camps became extant and fell to the
terror and were subjected to persecution in defense of their churches, they
remained faithful to the See at Rome. Even among the priest s under the
regimes, remained faithful in serving the people of God. Such is the
faithfulness with which they served their people who maintained their
spirituality. It produced future priests to maintain the faith. The seminaries
remained under their control but did not destroy them. Ten Bishops and
around 800 priests were incarcerated. Several hundred were deported to

Russia. About one hundred were executed. Not known are the
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uncountable numbers of faithful who perished in concentration camps. The
Polish nation gathered around the Primate throughout the purge. They
remained solid in their faith gathering within the walls of their Primate’s
jurisdiction.  We remain solid in the spiritual kingdom and are not
intimidated by the persecutors. We don't believe in the road taken by the
enemies of our spirituality. Those who escaped the enemy relate the story
of the solidarity of the Polish people despite the onslaught of the enemy.
Never in Polish history have so many become saints. It was unseen in the
history of the Polish nation. The English nation and press settled in
England carried on their campaign in the defense of the Polish nation. It
was written in an article: Polish martyrs fight for their souls.” It was written
with fervent faith: “If | were a British Roman Catholic, | would be greatly
saddened. Such a nation as Poland cannot be destroyed. In other words
the truth is such that the martyrs of these times are becoming the new
citizens in the faith. Their persecution and suffering maintained the force of
those of faith on earth. It was like the martyrdom of the Christians on earth
which carried the faith onward in bravery. The Communist regime is
contrary to the spirit of Christianity, the freedom of the people and the
goodness of mankind. Let them ask themselves “Who actually are these
Christians who cannot be bent to shut out the Catholic Spirit?” One answer
can only come forth, “because Poles can see and believe in the

Resurrection!”
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Dear Fellow Countrymen & Countrywomen. | greet you with the words: Praised be
Jesus Christ.

As often as if found myself in Rome, | visited the sites dedicated to the work, life and
death of the Prince of the Apostles, St. Peter. And | celebrated the Mass in many of the
places. In the Mamertyirskim museum, located deep under the earth, in the Quo Vadis
chapel in which St. Peter once was to be found; it is located on the spot where Peter
fled from the persecution and met Christ. It was there in that place of the world
renowned Basilica, and which covered the place the Prince of the Apostles was tied to a
cross and made his final end on earth. And how many times had | stood on the ground
where thousands of martyrs, men, women and children perished during the reign of the
Caesars who ordered the lives be taken of the followers of Christ. In my pilgrirmages to
the land where tears and blood was poured out by Christians, | was reminded of Henry
Sienkiewicz's novel “Quo Vadis”. When | knelt to pray at the chapel on the Apian Way |
mused in my mind of the face of Peter drawn in joy and passion. Suddenly he how's his
head kneeling as if he walked someone’s steps and hears a voice calling out, “Where
are you going? Quo Vadis?” and | hear the voice of the sad Savior utter: “While you
leaving my people, | journey to Rome to be crucified again.” In the Mamertynski time if
see the Apostle’s guard, sprinkled with the water of the miraculous fount at the time of
Peter’s liberation from his prison. In the Catacombs | was in my imagination, a group of
distressed Christians. The | heard the placid voice of the Apostle: “Peace be with you!
Why are your hears perturbed?” At that moment, fear arose. People come before him
as Christ appears. People rise from the ground and come to his knees as if seeing
protections at his side. Now to the name of the theme of our talk today:
WHY DO YOU COMPLAIN?
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Old time Rome lay in ruins? But not for long! Caesar promised to have the town
rebuilt. Between the ruins he built wide streets. Here and there lay the foundations of
elegant houses, places and temples. Above all however, were built huge amphitheaters
in which many Christians were to give up their lives. Shouts of “Christians to the lions
were heard in all districts of Rome. No one doubted and the Christians had burned
down the town. And no one wanted to doubt it so that the persecution of the Christians
would continue to pleasure the citizens of Rome. These entertainments, because of the
multiple sacrifices of Christian victims were to continue for days, months and even year.
The problem which arose was that there was nowhere to house the Christians. The
prisons were so filled that health problems arose and it was feared that disease would
spread throughout the surrounding town. Here, | cite the author of Quo Vadis: The
Christians, of who very few remained, sheltered the Apostle, Peter, lest some with a
less spiritual disposition or deliberately, would not betray him to the Roman authorities.
Now, for the most part, the Christians did not gather in the catacombs but in the wine
cellars outside of the city. The vine-tender and his guide went out at dusk and crossed
the walls, and then walking among the underbrush, they entered the vineyards. The
gathering took place in a shack in which the wines were usually kept. Upon entering,
the vine tender heard the murmur of people praying, and by dim light, a group of people
kneeling and absorbed in prayer. They prayed in the order of a litany a choir of voices,
men’s and women’s praying, “Lord has mercy on us!” In a sad and fervent prayer.
Peter was present. He knelt by a wooden cross which was nailed on the wall of the
shack. The wine-maker recognized Peter by his gray hair and upraised hands. The
first thought of the wine-maker was to make his way through the crowd, drop to his
knees at the feet of Peter and utter “Help!” But whether it was the solemnity of the
moment in the prayer recitation or the weakness in his knees, he knelt at the entrance
and joined in the recitation of “Christ have mercy. If he were a bit more conscious he
would have understood and in his plea, his booming voice that pled that’s his pain, his
great pain and sorrow in his travail. There was no one in the group who had not lost a
relative or friends in the persecution. The consciousness of imprisonment and death
was always present since news of the death due to the persecution was always

prevalent. No one could understand why a just God had permitted the Christians to be
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so persecuted. However they still persevered in their perseverance. And the wine-
grower repeated with the highest intensity, “Christ, have mercy!!” From the depth of his
feeling and the sight of Peter praying and so heaven will open and be shaken to its
depths, He would descend in the midst of the stars in blinding light and in his mercy ,
free them from the terrible persecution and death! The vine tender covered his face
with his hands and fell to the ground! A solemn silence encompassed them. A fear
seized them as if something was about to happen, that something miraculous was going
to occur. He was sure that when he stood and opened his eyes, he would see a
blinding bright light and he would here a voice that would melt the hearts of those in

Presence. But the silence remained. It was broken with woman crying. In the hut, the
wine tender rose and began to gaze in a stupor ahead of him. Outside of the hut, the
lanterns shimmered their light and the rays of the moon coming through an opening in
the ceiling filled the hut with silver light. The kneeling people, tearfully looked up at the
cross; here and there could be heard lamentations, and from the outside could be heard
whistling by the guards. Then Peter stood, and turning toward the audience spoke:
’Children, lift your hearts to our savior and offer Him your tears.” They quieted down.
Suddenly a voice full of lamentation could be heard and unbridled pain could be heard:
“l am a widow, and | had a son who provided me with food. Return him to me, Lord!" A
period of silence again ensued. Peter, white haired, old, emaciated, helpless. Another
voice chimed in another cry of helplessness. A third voice added, “I was left alone with
no children; when they arrest. Then a third voice? “They took Linus, whom they abused
and tortured him, Lord.” A fifth voice” “When we return to our homes they will grab us.
We don’t know where to hide. We are in bad straights. Who will guard us? An old
fisherman closed his eyes and tosses his head at the people’s dilemma. Again it
became very quiet; only the guards made some sounds inside the hut. ~ The wine
maker again made his way through the crowd to get to the Apostle and seek aid from
him, but he saw as it were, a chasm. What will happen to us is the Apostle will show his
inability to help. When he will acknowledge his inability to help, that the Roman Caesar
is more powerful than he is, more powerful than Christ with His faith and there will be
nothing left but death and loss of hope. Meanwhile Peter began to talk with a voice so

quiet and ineffective to help. “My children! On Golgota, | had seen how they nailed
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Christ to the cross! | saw how they lifted the cross on high, so that all may see.. | saw
how they speared His side and how He had died. Then He looked away from the cross
and called out in pain, “Lord why have you abandoned us. Why have you permitted this
to happen. Why did you have to die? Why did you have to turn our hearts to sadness,
we who have believed that your Kingdom will come?” son the third day you have risen
and were among us. And we who have recognized our weakness. You have sown the
seed that You have given us.” Turning silently toward us he asked, “Why are you
complaining?” God himself gave Himself up to suffering and death and you want Him
to keep us from such a fate! O people of little faith! Did you not understand the
teaching of the Savior? Did He not promise you a singular life? He comes to you and
says, “Follow me!” He lifts you up and you throw up your hands and say, “Save us!" |
am just so much dust before God but before you, | am His deputy, and | tell you that in
the name of Christ, it is not death before you, but life; not suffering but unbridles
pleasures; not tears but joy and song; not prison but freedom. |, the apostle of Christ
and his deputy tell you, widow, that your son will not die but was born in the glory of
eternal life and that you will be united with Him. Your daughters, father, who were
despoiled by torchbearers, will be white as lilies of Hebron. You, mothers, whose
orphans were taken from you, those of you that, lost your fathers, those who complain,
and those who will look upon the dear ones who have died, those who fret. those who
suffer misfortune, For you, who are dying in the name of Christ, | say that you will wake
up as if from a dream of a happy vigil and from a dream of the night to the dawn of God!
In the name of God let the whitewash fall from your eyes and your hearts will burst! As
he spoke, he raised his hand as if he were ordering, and they felt a new blood in their
veins and at the same time a thrill in their bones, because they were already in front of
them, not the old man dreaded and troubled, but the mighty man who took their souls
and shook them out of dust and fear! And from his eyes he shone brightly, and with his
strength and strength, he walked majestically, walked in holiness. The heads bent
forward, and He continued, "Sew in tears so you can gather at the wedding” Why are
you fearing the power of evil? The Lord is on earth, in Rome, inside its walls — He who
lives in us. Your tears will lighten from the weight, the sands with permeate the blood,

the depths of your hearts will be filled, and way to you that you will be victorious. The
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Lord is the victor of this city of crime, tyranny and pride and you are its legion. As Lord
he, with his suffering and death, redeemed the world, he wants us to make reparation
for this nest of misdeeds. This | clue you in on with my very lips.” He unfolded is hands
and looking up to the skies while their hearts almost stopped beating in their chests and
while that his inner eye saw something which they were not able to see. His face
shined brightly as he gazed intently in silence as if dumbfounded with delight, but after a
while they heard his voice: “Lord you are with us and You show us the way!” “How's
that, Lord?” Why not in Jerusalem but in Satan’s garden do you wish to establish your
capital?” Here, in the midst of this blood and tears, you wish to establish your eternal
kingdom?” Here among the fearful under the control of Nero? And you tell your fearful
to build your church here among the bones, and have your people build a Jerusalem by
his people. You ask the Spirit to put the government over the faithful of the land. You
pour the water of might on those who are weak in order that they become strong. Bright
summer lightning flashed the interior of the shed and faces with pale emotion. Peter,
engrossed with the sight, prayed a bit longer, then woke up and returned consciously to
the group and said to the group: “.This is how the Lord has conquered you, and you go
in victory in his name. And he knew that they would be victorious even in tears and
blood and in his trembling voice when He began to bless them with the sign of the
cross: And now | bless you as you go into your passion, my children as you go to your
death and into eternity. He imposed his hands on all of them, blessing them with the
cross as a father would bless his children when they are going on a long journey. They
immediately began to exit the hut, for they longed to go to their homes, to the prison and
from there to eternity. Their minds tore themselves from earth and their souls headed
for eternity like they were in a dream or in the delight of opposing the strength that was
in them, the strength and the mighty power of the mighty emperor. Whoever knows the
history of the church knows only too well that the persecution of the church did not stop
with the death of the Roman Caesars. Persecution of Christians began shortly after the
Ascension of Christ the Savior and after the descent of the Holy Spirit as we read in the
Acts of the Apostles: “King Herod, decided to begin the persecution of some of the
Church members. And so he ordered the execution of James, the brother of John.

And seeing that this was to the liking of the Jews he went after Peter. So Peter was





